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CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS


OF THE


KANSAS ASSOCIATION OF BEVERAGE RETAILERS, INC.
As adopted October 24, 1949, amended September 4, 1961, September 5, 1965, September 28, 1968, September 25, 1971, October 15, 1973, September 28, 1975, October 25, 1981, October 16, 1983, October 13, 1985, October 30, 1988, September 29, 1991, June 11, 2000, and October 14, 2007.


ARTICLE I -- NAME
The name of the Association is: KANSAS ASSOCIATION OF BEVERAGE RETAILERS, INC.  The location of its principle office shall be determined by the Board of Directors.  (Amended June 11, 2000)


ARTICLE II -- OBJECTS
Section 1.  The particular business and objects of this Association shall be as follows:

A. 
The advancement of the interest of Licensed Retail Liquor Dealers of the State of Kansas.

B. 
Education of those engaged in the sale of liquor under authority granted by the State or any subdivision thereof.

C. 
To affiliate with and establish reciprocal relations with other organizations having to do with the handling of and the sale of liquor in the State of Kansas.

D. 
To act as a medium for the expression of the views of the members affecting the interest of those engaged as Retail Dealers of Liquor under the laws of Kansas.

E. 
To create and stimulate fair and intelligent attitudes on the part of the public with reference to the requirements of the Kansas Liquor Law and regulations.

F. 
To advocate fair and intelligent legislation with respect to the handling of liquor by Retail Dealers licensed by the State of Kansas.

G. 
To foster the business of its members and to distribute and supply such members and the public accurate and reliable information on matters pertaining to the handling and distribution of liquor.

H. 
To use all possible means to remove abuses from the business of the sale of liquor and to promote harmony among the members of the Association.


ARTICLE III – MEMBERSHIP
Section 1.

A. 
Any person or licensed entity engaged in the sale of liquor in the State of Kansas and has been licensed by the Alcoholic Beverage Control as a Retail Dealer or is employed by such licensed entity, shall be eligible for active membership in this Association provided that the following is true:

1. The licensed entity shall include an individual retail dealer or sole proprietor, or partnership, or limited liability company, and 

2. The applicant for membership must be a licensed retail dealer or an owner of the licensed entity or nominated for membership by a licensed entity, and
3. Only the licensed entity that employs the applicant in the sale of liquor in the State of Kansas may nominate that applicant for membership, and
4. Licensed entities must be active members and current in the payment of appropriate dues to nominate individual applicants.
B. 
Any eligible applicant may become an active member on application and approval by the Board of Directors, and the payment of the appropriate dues and hereinafter provided.
C. 
Delinquency in the payment of dues for a period of Thirty (30) days after notice of such dues has been mailed, shall terminate membership.

D. 
There may be established local groups (or Chapters) which upon the approval of the Board of Directors may be Chartered by this Association.

E. 
A licensed retailer who goes out of business may retain their membership in the Association by paying their annual dues to the Association, provided they have been a member of the Association for three (3) years.  Such individuals shall be considered to be an Associate Member.  They will be privileged to attend all functions of the Association, but will not have voting rights.  (Amended October 30, 1988)

(Section 1 amended October 14, 2007)


ARTICLE IV – VOTING
Section 1.

Even though a liquor store may be in more than one name as a partnership, only one (1) vote per store shall be permitted in voting in the affairs of this Association.  (Amended October 13, 1985)  The licensed entity shall designate the member who is eligible to vote.  (Amended October 14, 2007)  Members present at the annual meeting will constitute a quorum.  (Amended September 29, 1991)


ARTICLE V – DIRECTORS
Section 1.

The affairs of the Association shall be managed by the duly elected officers of the Association and by the Board of Directors.  The President, Vice-Presidents and the Secretary-Treasurer will be elected by the Board of Directors.  Any member may be eligible to serve as a Director of this Association, provided such person is actively engaged in the Retail Liquor business and provided that a licensed entity shall be represented by only one officer or director during such officer or director’s term.  The Officers and the Board of Directors shall have full power to conduct the affairs of the Association.  When a Director is elected an officer, that officer’s former district position will then be open for another member to serve as Director for that district.  (Amended June 11, 2000, October 14, 2007)

Section 2.

A.
There shall be one (1) Director at Large and one (1) Director from each district elected from the membership each year.   There shall be a minimum of two (2) Directors of this Association from each of the twelve (12) geographic Districts.  These twelve Districts shall be amended from the original six (6) Congressional Districts utilized at the time of the Annual Convention of 1961.  The term of office of the Directors shall be for three (3) years.  One (1) Director of this Association shall be elected by the membership from each of the twelve (12) Districts at the time of the Annual Convention except that at the election of Directors at the 1961 Annual Convention there shall be elected one (1) Director from each Congressional District for a term of one (1) year; one (1) Director from each Congressional District for a term of two (2) years; and one (1) Director from each Congressional District for a term of three (3) years.  The Annual Convention shall be held during the last third of each year at a time and place to be determined by the Board of Directors.  (Amended June 11, 2000)

B. 
Each of the twelve (12) geographic districts shall have a minimum of two (2) director positions representing that district, with graduated representation in relation to the number of licensed liquor stores as follows: 1-69 stores = 2 directors; 70-94 stores = 3 directors; 95-119 stores = 4 directors; 120 or more stores = 5 directors.  (Added June 11, 2000)

Section 3.  Nomination of Directors

Fifteen (15) days prior to the Annual Convention, the Directors in each District whose terms are not expiring shall each submit to the Secretary-Treasurer the name of one (1) member of the Association from their respective District to be nominated.  The Director whose term is expiring shall be eligible for nomination and his name can be one of those submitted.  The Secretary-Treasurer shall at least ten (10) days prior to the Annual Convention circulate to the membership the names of those nominated.  At the Annual Convention any member may nominate from the floor any eligible member from his District for the Board of Directors.  (Amended October 16, 1983)

Section 4.

Five (5) members of the Board of Directors shall constitute a quorum at any regular or special meeting of the Board of Directors.

Section 5.

The regular meeting of the Board of Directors shall be held at least quarterly.  Special meetings may be called from time to time by the secretary on the direction of the president or on direction, in writing, from five (5) members of the Board of Directors.

Section 6.

Notice of the meeting of the Annual Convention shall be given the members at least ten (10) days in advance of the meeting.  Notice of the quarterly meeting of the Board of Directors shall be in writing at least seven (7) days prior to each meeting.  At least three (3) days notice shall be given prior to any special call for a meeting of the Board of Directors.

Section 7.  Vacancies

A. 
Vacancies occurring on the Board of Directors.  The President shall with the advice and consent of the Board of Directors appoint any eligible member from the District where the vacancy occurred to serve the unexpired term of the vacant directorship.

B. 
The Board of Directors may, by 2/3 vote, remove any Director or Officer from office, should such Director or Officer be absent from two or more consecutive Board of Directors meetings.


ARTICLE VI – OFFICERS
Section 1.  

The officers of this Association shall be a President, First, Second, and Third Vice Presidents and Secretary-Treasurer.

A. 
President: The President must have served at one time for a period of not less than one (1) year as a regular member of the Board of Directors.  The term of this office shall be for a period of two (2) years and the President may be re-elected for additional terms of two (2) years.  The President shall be the Chief Executive Officer of this Association.  He shall preside at the Annual Convention and at all meetings of the Board of Directors, as well as at any specially called meetings.  He shall continue to serve as a Director at Large on the Board of Directors for a period of three (3) years after leaving the office of President.  (Amended October 13, 1985)

B. 
Vice Presidents: The Vice Presidents shall be elected by the Board of Directors and serve for a term of two (2) years.  They may be re-elected for additional terms of two (2) years.  They will have duties as the President may assign.  In the absence of the President, a Vice President shall act in the office of President.  (Amended June 11, 2000; October 13, 1985)

C. 
Secretary-Treasurer: The Secretary-Treasurer shall be elected by the Board of Directors, and shall receive and safeguard the funds of the Association, shall keep a full, accurate record and account of receipts and disbursements of the Association in books belonging to and furnished by the Association.  He shall disburse the funds of the Association on order of the Board of Directors and take proper receipts and vouchers for all such expenditures.  He shall deposit the funds of the Association in an account in the name of the Association in such depository as may be directed by the Board of Directors, and shall make a report to the Directors and to the Convention of members at such time as may be appropriate.  He shall furnish bond for faithful performance of the duties in such amount as the Board of Directors may require and such bonds be at the cost of the Association.  He shall act as secretary of the Annual Convention of members, and as secretary to the Board of Directors.  He shall be custodian of the Seal of the Association and keep the minutes of the meetings of the Association and of the Board of Directors.  He shall issue calls for the Convention of Members and for special meetings of the Board of Directors and shall have such other duties as may from time to time be assigned to him by the Board of Directors.  The Secretary-Treasurer will serve for a term of two (2) years and may be re-elected for additional terms of two (2) years.  (Amended October 13, 1985)

D. 
The Board of Directors may employ an Executive Director at such salary as may seem appropriate to such Board and may assign duties to the Executive Director at their discretion.

E. 
Terms of office for all Officers shall commence January 1, following election at the Annual Convention.  During the interim period, the Officers-elect shall serve in an advisory capacity.

F. 
(Amended to delete - October 13, 1985)

G. 
A retiring officer shall retain a voting position on the Board for a period of not longer than 2 years, at which time that person may be elected to serve as a Director of one (1) of the twelve (12) geographic districts or as a Director at Large.  (Added June 11, 2000)


ARTICLE VII – ORDER OF BUSINESS
Section 1.  The order of business at the Convention of membership shall be:

A. 
Reading of minutes of last meeting.

B. 
Appointment of committee on credentials.

C. 
Reading of communications.

D. 
Report of Officers.

E. 
Report of committee on Credentials.

F. 
Report of other committees.

G. 
Unfinished business.

H. 
Election of officers.

I. 
New business.

J. 
Good and Welfare.

K. 
Adjournment.

Section 2.

The order of business may be varied in such manner as may seem appropriate to the Board of Directors.

Section 3.

The order of business of the regular meeting of the Board of Directors shall be:

A. 
Reading of the minutes.

B. 
Reading of communications.

C. 
Reports.

D. 
Unfinished business.

E. 
New business.


ARTICLE VIII – RULES OF ORDER
Robert’s “Rules of Order” shall be the parliamentary authority of this Association.


ARTICLE IX – AFFILIATIONS
This Association may affiliate with other state and national organizations interested in the Retail Liquor business in accordance with the By-Laws of such Association.


ARTICLE X – DUES
The dues of all active members of this Association may be set each year by the Board of Directors, all dues to be payable in advance on the membership renewal date of each year.  Notice of the dues so set shall be mailed to each Licensed Retailer in the State of Kansas.  Membership to the Association will begin upon dues payment.  A member shall be in good standing for a period of one year from that payment date, with a renewal date of twelve (12) months following the initial dues payment.  (Amended June 11, 2000)


ARTICLE XI – AMENDMENTS
These By-Laws may be amended at any regular or special meetings of the membership by two-thirds (2/3) vote of the members present, provided that the substance of the proposed amendment shall have been submitted to the membership of the Association at least ten (10) days prior to the meeting of the membership, and provided the substance of such amendment shall have been submitted to the Board of Directors at least five (5) days prior thereto.

Any amendment to these By-Laws, which may be adopted shall be immediately, after adoption, transmitted as adopted to any and all affiliated Associations both State and National.


ARTICLE XII – COMMITTEES
Section 1.

The President may establish committees as deemed necessary for carrying out the purposes set forth in these By-Laws.  Chairmen of committees and committee membership shall serve for one year, unless such committees are earlier discharged or consolidated, and shall be appointed by the President subject to approval of the Board of Directors.  The duties, policies and scopes of such committees shall be prescribed by the Board of Directors.

